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What is a development concept plan?
• A development concept plan is created to guide future planning efforts for both development of parks and their resources, as well as plans future public 

use and has a 10-year planning horizon. 
• Anacostia DCP recommendations will: 

o Be consistent with the legislative purpose for Anacostia Park
o Advance the 2017 Anacostia Park Management Plan preferred alternative:

§ Land and water-based recreation would be expanded to meet needs of communities; river landscape ecology to be improved
§ Infrastructure supporting sports play would be consolidated, with current capacity retained or slightly expanded; no major new additions
§ Public access to river would be enhanced

o Be rooted in an appreciation for the culture of the surrounding neighborhoods and community desires for the future
• Before implementing elements in the concept plan, the NPS will evaluate actions to comply with applicable laws and policies such as the National 

Environmental Policy Act and National Historic Preservation Act and conduct all necessary agency reviews. 
• Implementation may occur over time as funds become available.
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Public Outreach Summary
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD #1 VISION AND GOALS  
June - August 2021
NPS received 371 comments via 110 individuals or organizations on the Vision and Goals Public 
Meeting held in September 2021. Many commenters expressed their deep appreciation 
for Anacostia Park as a community space and recreational amenity. Commenters shared concerns 
and outlined issues relating to park facilities and amenities; safety; access to and through the 
park; natural environment of the park. 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD #2 PRELIMINARY DESIGN CONCEPTS 
September – October  2023
NPS received 985 comments via 192 pieces of correspondence; 70 percent of 
respondents originated from Washington, DC zip codes.  

NPS provided updates on the plan and directions on how to comment at ANC 7B, ANC 
8A, Anacostia Parks & Community Collaborative General Meeting, Anacostia 
Coordinating Council Meetings; together with Friends of Anacostia Park tabled at 3 in-
park events and held targeted outreach sessions with senior groups, hand dancers, 
and teens during the comment period. 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD #3 REVISED DESIGN CONCEPTS 
June – August 2024 
NPS received 1,027 comments via 264 pieces of correspondence; 85 percent 
originated from Washington DC zip codes.   
NPS held a hybrid in-person online public meeting at Anacostia High School 120+ in 
attendance, presented at ANC 7B and 8A meetings and together with Friends of 
Anacostia Park will table at 14 in-park events during this final comment period. 
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https://parkplanning.nps.gov/document.cfm?parkID=425&projectID=102870&documentID=113171
https://parkplanning.nps.gov/document.cfm?parkID=425&projectID=102870&documentID=131983
https://parkplanning.nps.gov/document.cfm?parkID=425&projectID=102870&documentID=137538


Concept Similarities
• Address deferred maintenance
• Add restrooms and water fountains
• Increase overall tree canopy and increase wooded buffer between the 

park and the interstate
• Improve sports fields and sports courts
• Retain existing playground areas
• Include an adult fitness area with exercise equipment 
• Incorporate more seated, shaded areas
• Provide a combination or naturalized shoreline and restored seawall

• Enhance wetlands and green stormwater infrastructure 
• Incorporate dedicated fishing areas
• Propose to upgrade and expand existing boat launch
• Propose new gateways proposed with opportunities for public art
• Improve connections to neighborhoods at critical entrances including, 

Marian Barry Ave and 11th Street Bridge Park, Anacostia High School 
and Fairlawn Neighborhood, Nicholson Street SE, Pennsylvania Ave 
SE. 

• Incorporate parking areas throughout the park 
• Improve trail connections
• Include new connection beneath CSX tracks 
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Anacostia River Trail and Anacostia Drive
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THANK YOU!
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