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PROJECT PURPOSE
The Heritage New York Avenue Shelter will provide an essential 407 bed facility dedicated to serving the 
diverse needs of the Washington, DC homeless population. The building offers five distinct programs 
tailored to different demographics and circumstances, including Working/Employment initiatives, support 
for Seniors/Medically Frail/Medical Respite, a dedicated Health Clinic, Low Barrier services, and a Daytime 
Service Center.

EXISTING SITE
The Shelter is located at 1201 New York Avenue NE on a 182,612 square foot site split in two by a connector 
road to Mt Olivet Road. Ownership of the site is divided between the District of Columbia and the National 
Park Service (NPS). The western half of the site contains a forested area which will remain undisturbed 
by construction of the project. The eastern half of the site contains a Humane Rescue Alliance facility and 
parking lot on city land, a NPS parcel, and a small parcel owned by the city. Through a land swap and 
Transfer of Jurisdiction the project will create two parcels: the parcel containing the Shelter and an enlarged 
NPS-owned forest conservation area on a 109,003 sf site, and the undisturbed western parcel. Total build-
able area on the eastern Shelter parcel is approximately 75,193 sf after subtracting the forest conservation 
area.

The future Shelter site is largely impervious. The existing Humane Alliance building and parking take up 
a majority of the parcel, with a small sloped forested area comprising the rest. A heritage tree is located 
approximately in the middle of the building site. 

SITE IMPROVEMENTS
The Shelter’s mass will be split into a 6-story east wing and a 4-story west wing, separated by a 2-story 
atrium providing circulation between the two wings. A Welcome Center located at the northeast corner of 
the site contains intake and screening areas, as well as an enclosed corridor leading to the first floor of the 
east wing. The site will be accessible from two sides. The Welcome Center will serve employees and the 
general homeless population, and an entrance on the connector road will serve the Work Program. A small 
parking lot and loading area are located on the southern portion of the site. An extensive green roof and 
bio-retention areas will detain and treat stormwater.

The shelter is designed to protect the existing heritage tree and cause minimal impacts to the Forest 
Conservation Area. The west wing is sited parallel to New York Avenue and is sized to correspond to the 
scale of neighboring buildings. The larger east wing, in contrast, is set further back from New York Avenue 
to reduce its visual impact and create a partially enclosed space to highlight the heritage tree. A series 
of stepped terraces modulates the building’s form from the Northeast and Southwest, preserving New 
York Avenue’s views and sight lines. These step-backs both mediate the scale of the building and create 
terraces that enhance views from each floor. Strategically placed glazing ensures maximum daylighting in 
the dormitories and offers a visual connection to the outside for guests. 

PROJECT PROGRAM
The program includes dormitories, a set of wraparound support spaces, including a medical suite, dining 
areas, and training and educational spaces, and assorted storage, building maintenance, environmental, 
and building services spaces. A Multi-Purpose Room with a large storage space located on the first floor of 
the west wing provides communal space for building users and the surrounding community. In extreme cold 
weather periods, it can be converted to a 100+/- bed Hypothermia Area. The dormitories are arranged in 
five groups corresponding to the specific needs of the homeless population and maximizing the operations 
of the service provider. Each group of dormitories have their own shared support spaces, including shower/
toilet facilities, lounges, and quiet rooms. Dormitories and support spaces are centralized on a wide central 
corridor which enhances visibility and monitoring from security and administrative stations placed on each 
floor. 

The total building square footage for the new shelter, including the atrium and welcome center,  is 99,766 sf, 
with 57,457 sf located in the east wing and 34,212 sf in the west wing. The atrium provides 3,979 sf and the 
welcome center an additional 4,118 sf. 

PROJECT BENEFITS
The project team has carefully designed the shelter to meet Net-Zero Energy standards, per the 2017 DC 
Energy Conservation Code and the Greener Government Buildings Amendment Act of 2022. The team 
also anticipates LEED Gold v4 certification post-occupancy. While the presence of forested and protected 
areas on the site greatly limit the area available for solar energy production, the design team has maximized 
the available space for solar energy generation by orienting the project to maximize solar generation and 
providing the maximum possible area for a solar array. On the roof of both wings of the building, extensive 
green roofs and high efficiency building systems, among other measures, will increase building energy 
efficiency. Additionally, a ground source geothermal system will be located below the visitor/staff parking 
lot. 

The Heritage New York Avenue will deliver both neighborhood and city-wide benefits once constructed. 
Extensive green roofs and bio-retention will introduce permeability to a previously impermeable site, reducing 
local flooding and the heat island effect. An expanded forest conservation area will preserve nearly an acre 
of forest in a disadvantaged urban neighborhood with limited access to green space. The project will also 
replace a low-density, auto-oriented building with a modern facility oriented towards the street, improving the 
pedestrian experience and presenting a modern, urban face on a Comprehensive Plan-identified Gateway 
Corridor into the city. Finally, and most importantly, the shelter will play a large role in the city’s ongoing 
efforts to combat homelessness by providing a safe and secure sleeping location and wraparound services 
for Washington, DC’s homeless population.
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LEVEL 1B
5' - 0"
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19' - 10 5/8"

LEVEL 3B
31' - 10 5/8"

LEVEL 4B
43' - 10 5/8"

ROOF_2
55' - 10 5/8"
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SENIORS
339

SENIORS
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LEVEL 3B
31' - 10 5/8"
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345
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TERRACE
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LEVEL 1 (+112)
0' - 0"

LEVEL 2
14' - 10 5/8"

LEVEL 3
29' - 9 1/4"

LEVEL 4
41' - 9 1/4"

LEVEL 5
53' - 9 1/4"

LEVEL 6
65' - 9 1/4"

ROOF_1
77' - 9 1/4"

TERRACE
206

COMMUNITY DORM
310

COMMUNITY DORM
311

COMMUNITY DORM
323

QUIET ROOM
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508
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QUIET ROOM
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WING
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WING

61' - 4 5/8"
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306

CORRIDOR
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BARBER
115

ADMIN.
116

CLOTHING PREP
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CONSULTATION
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CONSULTATION
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FLEX
614

FLEX.
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STORAGE
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TOILET
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TOILET
611

TOILET
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TERRACE
406

LEVEL 1C
9' - 6"
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BIKE STORAGE
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LB 
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LB 
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LB DORM/ LB DORM/ LB DORM/ LB DORM/
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2 ALUMINUM FRAMED STOREFRONT WINDOW WALL 
W/ INSULATED LOW-E GLAZING, TYP.

4 ALUMINUM FRAMED GLASS DOORS

5 HOLLOW METAL DOORS AND FRAMES

3 ALUMINUM WINDOWS W/ INSULATED 
LOW-E GLAZING, TYP.

6 ALUMINUM CLAD CANOPY FASCIA, TYP.
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8 GREEN ROOF
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EXTERIOR RENDERING - EAST AND WEST WINGS
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EXTERIOR RENDERING - TERRACES
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EXTERIOR RENDERING - NEW YORK AVENUE
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AERIAL PERSPECTIVE RENDERING
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KITCHEN

ATRIUM MULTIPURPOSE

DORM

INTERIOR RENDERINGS
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MEDICAL CLINIC

COMPUTER LAB ADMIN

LOUNGE

INTERIOR RENDERINGS
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MATERIALITY
WOOD FINISH ALUMINUM FRAME

LOW-E GLASS

FACADE - ELONGATED WHITE BRICKATRIUM FACADE - FRIT PATTERN GLAZING

TERRACES - PERFORATED GLASS
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NET ZERO DESIGN ELEMENTS

11

22

11 33 55 77

22 44 66 88

77

SOLAR PANELSSOLAR PANELS

A minimum of 5% of the building energy A minimum of 5% of the building energy 
is through renewable energy by photo-is through renewable energy by photo-
voltaic panels located on the roofs of the voltaic panels located on the roofs of the 
East and West wings. East and West wings. 

BIO-RETENTIONBIO-RETENTION

Onsite Bio-Retention areas will help Onsite Bio-Retention areas will help 
to manage stormwater. The expanded to manage stormwater. The expanded 
forest conservation zone, enhanced with forest conservation zone, enhanced with 
paths and landscaping, provide shading paths and landscaping, provide shading 
to the South of the building.  to the South of the building.  

HIGH-EFFICIENCY SYSTEMSHIGH-EFFICIENCY SYSTEMS

A VRV with heat recovery and DOAS A VRV with heat recovery and DOAS 
with an ERV-composite energy recovery with an ERV-composite energy recovery 
wheel will provide highly efficient wheel will provide highly efficient 
heating, cooling, and ventilation.heating, cooling, and ventilation.

HIGH INSULATING VALUE HIGH INSULATING VALUE 
ENVELOPE DESIGNENVELOPE DESIGN
This assembly will provide a high This assembly will provide a high 
insulative value and deliver a continuous insulative value and deliver a continuous 
R-Value of R-12 and a cavity R-value of R-Value of R-12 and a cavity R-value of 
R-21. The roof assembly will deliver an R-21. The roof assembly will deliver an 
R-value of 51.7.R-value of 51.7.

GREEN ROOFGREEN ROOF

Vegetated roofs on the East Wing, West Vegetated roofs on the East Wing, West 
Wing, and Welcome Center will help to Wing, and Welcome Center will help to 
retain stormwater and reduce buildling retain stormwater and reduce buildling 
energy loads. energy loads. 

GEOTHERMAL ENERGYGEOTHERMAL ENERGY

A ground source geothermal system A ground source geothermal system 
located below the visitor/staff parking located below the visitor/staff parking 
lot will provide hot water and preheat lot will provide hot water and preheat 
energy for the domestic water base energy for the domestic water base 
system, help to heat and cool refrigerant system, help to heat and cool refrigerant 
for the VRV system, and condition for the VRV system, and condition 
outside air.outside air.

SMART LIGHTINGSMART LIGHTING

A combination of daylighting and highly A combination of daylighting and highly 
efficient LED lighting with occupancy efficient LED lighting with occupancy 
sensors will provide appropriate sensors will provide appropriate 
light levels while reducing energy light levels while reducing energy 
consumption.consumption.

AIRTIGHT ENVELOPEAIRTIGHT ENVELOPE

The building envelope will meet the The building envelope will meet the 
standards established in DC 2017 standards established in DC 2017 
Energy Conservation Code Appendix Z.Energy Conservation Code Appendix Z.
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