
 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO: The Old Georgetown Board 
 
FROM: Outerbridge Horsey, AIA 
 
DATE: October 20, 2021 
 
RE: 3231 Reservoir Road, NW - Proposed two story garage  
 
Dear Board members, 
 
We would like to share a few comments/observations with you regarding this project: 
 

-  The owners, Abby Sullivan and Mike Collins, have been considering a two-story 
garage for some time at this site and we were planning to file for a Variance 
application but the Zoning Regulations were changed this year and now allow for 
an accessory structure to be 22 ft. and two stories.   Thus no zoning relief is needed. 
- Please note the ingress/egress the easement in the alley shown on the site plan. 
-  The existing two-story carriage house on the adjacent property to the north 
carriage house is set a full story above the alley and towers high above the rear of all 
the houses on Reservoir Road and their garages.  Our proposed two-story garage is 
a full story below this existing carriage house and makes a compatible massing 
transition from that building to the row of one-story garages running east-west. 
-  This proposed garage is perpendicular to the line of garages on the properties to 
the east and thus set apart and is located at the head of the alley.  
- The garage is located north of the north side of the line of garages and about 54 ft. 
away from the rear wall of the closest adjacent house (3229 Reservoir Road). 
- We have limited the number of windows on the south side to address the concern 
for privacy expressed by the neighbors at the adjacent house (3229 Reservoir Road). 
Further to the issue of privacy, this proposed structure blocks the downhill view 
over the adjacent property from the existing historic carriage house to the north (but 
does not block to the view from the carriage house looking directly out). 
-  We have erected a mockup of the three corners of the building that will be seen 
from the alley and the rear yards of the houses along Reservoir Road.  The height of 
these posts is approximately 16'-8" above grade which is the heights from grade to 
where the roof begins to slope. 
- The OGB has approved as recently as 2017 a two-story garage at 3254 O Street, 
NW.  Unlike this proposed structure which mediates between adjacent one-story 
garages and a much higher and larger two-story carriage house, the two-story 
garage at 3254 O Street simple rises above adjacent one-story garages on either side. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and we look forward to reviewing the project 
with you at the November 4 meeting. 
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SCALE: 1/4"   =    1'-0"1 GARAGE PLAN - OPTION A
SCALE: 1/4"   =    1'-0"2 SECOND FL PLAN - OPTION A

SCALE: 1/4"   =    1'-0"3 GARAGE ROOF PLAN - OPTION A
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SCALE: 1/4"   =    1'-0"1 GARAGE PLAN - OPTION B
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