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INTRODUCTION Project Description

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Introduction

The Dorothy I. Height and Washington Health Schools are located at the corner of Allison and 
Thirteenth Streets in the northwest quadrant of the District of Columbia. Completed in 1925, the 
Washington Health School was considered to be one of the most modern facilities of its kind, as it 
was created for children suffering from tuberculosis so they could receive a quality education while 
being cared for by medical professionals.

To the north of the former Washington Health School, the Dorothy Height School was originally 
built as vocational high school for girls in 1939. Originally named the Dennison Vocational School, 
the curriculum was designed to prepare young girls for skilled jobs such as practical nursing, retail, 
cosmetics, dressmaking, clerk-typist, and secretarial work. Since its construction, the school name 
has changed several times. Below is a summary of all the names and dates associated with the 
school:

	+ 1937 to 1944: Dennison Vocational School (DC Public School No. 229)
	+ 1944 to circa 1970: Anna Lalor Burdick Vocational School
	+ Circa 1970 to 1998: Burdick Career Development Center
	+ 1998 to 2015: Community Academy Public Charter School
	+ 2015 to present: Dorothy I. Height Elementary School

In order to avoid confusion, the school will primarily be referred to under its current name, Dorothy 
I. Height Elementary School.

Dorothy I. Height Elementary School is a citywide DC Public School (there is no enrollment boundary). 
This is a full modernization, and the scope of the project includes spaces for serving students from 
PK3 through 5th grade.

Site Analysis

The school occupies a tight urban site. The location of the two existing buildings on the property 
limits the amount of usable outdoor space for the students. The current drive aisle loop/ parking 
between the buildings (and to the east) further exacerbates this issue. 

It follows that one of the primary Owner defined modernization goals for the project has been 
creating more/ better outdoor play and learning spaces for the students. Additionally, there is a 
strong design to connect the two buildings via a new addition.

Design Response

CGS Architects has developed an approach in response to these goals that is illustrated by the concept model above. 
A primary move was to locate the main entrance on 13th street and to bring the school into the building via the addition. 

At a diagrammatic level, the Addition is a 2 story structure with a roof terrace accessed from the third floor level of the 
Vocational school. The addition is articulated as a ‘bar’ of learning spaces (second floor) elevated over an open flowing 
series of communal spaces at the first floor. The bar is grounded on 3 trapezoidal pedestals that are given gravitas via 
roughly textured brick cladding. The entry lobby, double height commons (with skylight above) and cafeteria occupy 
the open plan space between the two existing buildings. Special care has been taken to pull the addition away from the 
existing facades in order to preserve and enable them to be appreciated from within the new building. Skylights have 
been utilized to bring an abundance of natural light deep into the plan.
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Two new egress stairs and an elevator have 
been incorporated into the addition. These 
elements are clad in aluminum panel externally 
and a visually similar decorative plaster at the 
interior in order for them to be appreciated as 
distinct volumes. 

The existing buildings have been fully utilized 
for the DCPS program – including capturing 
program space in both basements. The 
Vocational school basement is substantial in 
size, providing an opportunity to accommodate 
the increased area requirements of the 
modernization (minimizing the size of the 
Addition). Natural light is introduced into these 
spaces via new light wells to the north and a 
lower Library terrace to the west cut into the 
existing berm. The Health School basement 
is utilized for food service, mechanical and 
custodial back of house spaces.

0 8' 16' 32'

Proposed North-South Building Section
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EXISTING CONDITIONS Vicinity Map
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EXISTING CONDITIONS Existing Second Floor Plan
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CONCEPT DESIGN Proposed Second Floor Plan
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CONCEPT DESIGN Proposed Third Floor Plan
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CONCEPT DESIGN Proposed Roof Plan
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CONCEPT DESIGN Proposed East Elevation
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Proposed East Elevation
Allison Street NW
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13th Street N
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PROPOSED ELEVATION NOTES

1 Existing Vinyl Windows to Remain

2 Existing Masonry Restored as Required

3 Aluminum Clad Replica Door

4 Architectural Aluminum Mechanical Louver

5 Aluminum Curtainwall System

6 Cast Stone Coping

7 Iron Spot Textured Brick - BR3

8 Pre-Finished Aluminum Sun Control Fin

9 Replica Aluminum High Performance Window

10 Restored Tin Cornice

11 Restored Wood and Tin Portico

12 Linear Architectural Brick - BR4

13 Pre-Finished Perforated Aluminum Panel

14 Pre-Finished Aluminum Panel at Canopy

15 Exposed Steel, Painted

16 Pre-Finished Aluminum Panel

17 Limestone Veneer

18 Skylight

19 Synthetic Slate Roof

20 Replica Metal Railing, Painted

21 New Brick to Match Existing

22 Replica Historic Signage

23 New Window Well to Lower Level

24 Restored Stone Porches

25 Replica Concrete Steps

26 42” Tall Pre-Finished Decorative Steel Fence

27 Brick Cheekwall with Cast Stone Cap

28 Replica Historic Flagpole

29 Parking and Service Yard



CGS Architects

DOROTHY HEIGHT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL MODERNIZATION November 3, 2022
copyright © CGS Architects 2022

CONCEPT DESIGN Proposed North Elevation
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Proposed North Elevation

Allison Street NW

Vocational School

Washington Health School

13th Street N
W

Key Plan
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PROPOSED ELEVATION NOTES

1 Existing Vinyl Windows to Remain

2 Existing Masonry Restored as Required

3 Aluminum Clad Replica Door

4 Architectural Aluminum Mechanical Louver

5 Aluminum Curtainwall System

6 Cast Stone Coping

7 Iron Spot Textured Brick - BR3

8 Pre-Finished Aluminum Sun Control Fin

9 Replica Aluminum High Performance Window

10 Restored Tin Cornice

11 Restored Wood and Tin Portico

12 Linear Architectural Brick - BR4

13 Pre-Finished Perforated Aluminum Panel

14 Pre-Finished Aluminum Panel at Canopy

15 Exposed Steel, Painted

16 Pre-Finished Aluminum Panel

17 Limestone Veneer

18 Skylight

19 Synthetic Slate Roof

20 Replica Metal Railing, Painted

21 New Brick to Match Existing

22 Replica Historic Signage

23 New Window Well to Lower Level

24 Restored Stone Porches

25 Replica Concrete Steps

26 42” Tall Pre-Finished Decorative Steel Fence

27 Brick Cheekwall with Cast Stone Cap

28 Replica Historic Flagpole

29 Parking and Service Yard



CGS Architects

DOROTHY HEIGHT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL MODERNIZATION November 3, 2022
copyright © CGS Architects 2022

CONCEPT DESIGN Proposed West Elevation
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Proposed West Elevation

Allison Street NW

Vocational School

Washington Health School

13th Street N
W

Key Plan
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3 3 5 57 3 2191717

2

PROPOSED ELEVATION NOTES

1 Existing Vinyl Windows to Remain

2 Existing Masonry Restored as Required

3 Aluminum Clad Replica Door

4 Architectural Aluminum Mechanical Louver

5 Aluminum Curtainwall System

6 Cast Stone Coping

7 Iron Spot Textured Brick - BR3

8 Pre-Finished Aluminum Sun Control Fin

9 Replica Aluminum High Performance Window

10 Restored Tin Cornice

11 Restored Wood and Tin Portico

12 Linear Architectural Brick - BR4

13 Pre-Finished Perforated Aluminum Panel

14 Pre-Finished Aluminum Panel at Canopy

15 Exposed Steel, Painted

16 Pre-Finished Aluminum Panel

17 Limestone Veneer

18 Skylight

19 Synthetic Slate Roof

20 Replica Metal Railing, Painted

21 New Brick to Match Existing

22 Replica Historic Signage

23 New Window Well to Lower Level

24 Restored Stone Porches

25 Replica Concrete Steps

26 42” Tall Pre-Finished Decorative Steel Fence

27 Brick Cheekwall with Cast Stone Cap

28 Replica Historic Flagpole

29 Parking and Service Yard
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CONCEPT DESIGN Proposed South Elevation
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SECTIONS FOR ELEVATION

BEYOND

Proposed South Elevation

Allison Street NW

Vocational School

Washington Health School

13th Street N
W

Key Plan

2529 25 113 2526 2626 27 27
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PROPOSED ELEVATION NOTES

1 Existing Vinyl Windows to Remain

2 Existing Masonry Restored as Required

3 Aluminum Clad Replica Door

4 Architectural Aluminum Mechanical Louver

5 Aluminum Curtainwall System

6 Cast Stone Coping

7 Iron Spot Textured Brick - BR3

8 Pre-Finished Aluminum Sun Control Fin

9 Replica Aluminum High Performance Window

10 Restored Tin Cornice

11 Restored Wood and Tin Portico

12 Linear Architectural Brick - BR4

13 Pre-Finished Perforated Aluminum Panel

14 Pre-Finished Aluminum Panel at Canopy

15 Exposed Steel, Painted

16 Pre-Finished Aluminum Panel

17 Limestone Veneer

18 Skylight

19 Synthetic Slate Roof

20 Replica Metal Railing, Painted

21 New Brick to Match Existing

22 Replica Historic Signage

23 New Window Well to Lower Level

24 Restored Stone Porches

25 Replica Concrete Steps

26 42” Tall Pre-Finished Decorative Steel Fence

27 Brick Cheekwall with Cast Stone Cap

28 Replica Historic Flagpole

29 Parking and Service Yard
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CONCEPT DESIGN Proposed South Addition Section
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Proposed South Addition Elevation

Allison Street NW

Vocational School

Washington Health School

13th Street N
W

Key Plan

6 6 6325 51 7

10 8 11 891113101512 10

PROPOSED SECTION NOTES

1 Cafeteria

2 Ramp / Stair Connection to Annex

3 Service / MEP Tunnel

4 Roof Top Terrace / Outdoor Classroom

5 Concrete Low Wall

6 Iron Spot Textured Brick - BR3

7 Steel Structure, Painted

8 Pre-Finished Perforated Aluminum Panel

9 Cast Stone Coping

10 Aluminum Curtainwall / Storefront

11 Drywall With Reveals, Painted

12 Perforated Aluminum Panel with Public Art 
Custom Graphics

13 Steel Shade Canopy with Pre-Finished Aluminum 
Sun Control Louvers

14 Pre-Finished Aluminum Panels at Canopy 
Perimeter

15 Skylight

4
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CONCEPT DESIGN Proposed South Burdick Section
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Proposed South Burdick Elevation
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Key Plan
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PROPOSED SECTION NOTES

1 Discovery Commons

2 Service / MEP Tunnel

3 Pre-Finished Aluminum Panels

4 Hollow Metal Door, Painted

5 Aluminum Curtainwall

6 Decorative Brick, Restored as Required

7 Limestone Veneer

8 Existing Brick, Restored as Required

9 Architectural Concrete Seatwall / Planter Wall

10 Fabric Wrapped Acoustic Panels

11 Architectural Louver for MEP System

12 Replacement Aluminum Window

13 Steel Framed Open Stair

14 Skylight

15 Synthetic Slate Roof

16 Tree
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CONCEPT DESIGN Proposed North-South Section
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Proposed North-South Building Section

Allison Street NW

Vocational School

Washington Health School

13th Street N
W

Key Plan

6 5 5 4 3

14 7 1

2
10

9

15

17
9

1212

1212

12

12 12

13

15

8

16

PROPOSED SECTION NOTES

1 Replica Concrete Steps

2 Early Childhood Play Courtyard

3 Replica Historical Flagpole

4 Existing Skylight

5 New Skylight

6 Pre-Finished Aluminum Panel

7 Decorative Plaster with Reveals

8 Discovery Commons

9 Connector Stair/Ramp

10 Restored Historic Vestibule

11 Servery

12 Classroom

13 Main MEP Room

14 Restored Historic Porches

15 Attic

16 Rooftop Terrace / Outdoor Classroom

17 Service Corridor
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CONCEPT DESIGN Entry Plaza Perspective View
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CONCEPT DESIGN Aerial Site View | Southeast
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CONCEPT DESIGN Aerial Site View | Northeast
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CONCEPT DESIGN Aerial Site View | Northwest
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CONCEPT DESIGN Aerial Site View | Southwest
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CONCEPT DESIGN Proposed Addition Building Materials Selections
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PERFORATED ALUM

SUNSHADES

(LIGHT GRAY TO

MATCH ACM-1)
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SYNTHETIC

SLATE

(RS-1)

CAST STONE COPING
COLOR TO MATCH EXISTING LIMESTONE

PAINTED STEEL + PERFORATED ALUM

SUNSHADES

(LIGHT GRAY)

PERFORATED ALUM PANELS
(LIGHT GRAY TO MATCH ACM-1)

REPLACEMENT

DOUBLE HUNG

ALUM WINDOWS
(GRAHAM GT2500 SERIES)

PREFINISHED WHITE

EXISTING

VINYL

WINDOWS TO

REMAIN

ARCHITECTURAL

CONCRETE

PERMEABLE PAVER

'A' MIX/ 'B'
(REF LANDSCAPE)

PERMEABLE PAVER 'C'
(REF LANDSCAPE)

EXISTING LIMESTONE WATERTABLE
(NOTE: NEW SIMILAR MATERIAL

TO BE PROVIDED AT LOCATIONS WHERE MORE OF

THE FOUNDATION WALL IS BEING EXPOSED/

REPLACEMENT MATERIAL AT HISTORIC NORTH PORCHES)

Proposed Addition Material Pallette

ACM-1 ACM-2

BR-4

BR-3

ALPOLIC

AGT-GREY
PAC CLAD ALUMINUM

KYNAR 500

'CHARCOAL'

ECOSTAR: MAJESTIC SLATE

TRADITIONAL

FEDERAL GRAY

Endicott Manganese

Ironspot Artisan Modular

(24" x MODULAR HEIGHT)

ARRISCRFT LINEAR SERIES 'CEDAR WOODS'

PREFINISHED ALUM

VERTICAL SUNSHADES

(CUSTOM FABRICATION)

RS-1

DOROTHY HEIGHT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL MODERNIZATION
District of Columbia Public Schools/ Department of General Services

ST-1

Indiana Limestone

Silver Buff Standard Smooth Finish
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CONCEPT DESIGN Proposed Outdoor Hardscape Plan
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Hardscape ImageryCONCEPT DESIGN
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PEDESTRIAN CONCRETE

PERMEABLE PAVER ‘C’ GRANITE SETT

POURED IN PLACE SAFETY SURFACE

PERMEABLE PAVER ‘C’ SYNTHETIC TURF

PERMEABLE PAVE ‘A’ MIX PERMEABLE PAVE ‘B’ MIX
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CONCEPT DESIGN Proposed Outdoor Furniture Plan
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7 Angular Bench
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10 Umbrella Table + Chairs
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Furniture ImageryCONCEPT DESIGN
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Furniture Imagery ContinuedCONCEPT DESIGN
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FREESTANDING CHAIR BIKE RACK 1 BIKE RACK 2 FLAG POLE
DECOMPOSED GRANITE STAINLESS STEEL STAINLESS STEEL ALUMINUM13 14 15 16

SCHOOL SIGN
NOTE: TEXT ON SIGN IS PLACEHOLDER17
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CONCEPT DESIGN Proposed Plant Material Plan
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Ginkgo biloba ‘Princeton Sentry’ Halesia caroliniana Liquidambar styraciflua ‘Rotundiloba’ TM Nyssa sylvatica Plantanus x acerifolia ‘ Exclamation’ TM

Amelanchier x grandiflora ‘ Autumn Brilliance’ Betula nigra ‘BNMTF’ TM Prunus x yedoensisCornus x rutgerensis ‘Rutcan’ T

Cornus sericea ‘Arctic Fire’ Fothergilla gardenii ‘Jane Platt’ Ilex verticillata ‘Red Sprite’ Itea virginica ‘Little Henry’ Jasminum nudiflorum Juniperus chinensis ‘Sargentii’Ilex verticillata ‘Jim Dandy’
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Kalmia latifolia ‘Elf’ Rhus aromatica ‘Gro-Low’ Rosa x ‘Meidrifora’ TM Vaccinium angustifolium Weigela florida ‘SMNWFRP’ TM

Amsonia hubrichtii Asclepias tuberosa Azalea x ‘Hino-Crimson’ Calamagrostis x acutiflora ‘Karl Foerster’ Carex pensylvanica Carex stricta Carex testacea ‘Prairie Fire’ Ceratostigma plumbaginoides

Equisetum hymale Liriope muscari ‘Big Blue’ Panicum virgatum ‘Shenandoah’ Pennisetum alopecuroides Pervoskia atriplicifolia Rudbeckia fulgida ‘Goldstrum’ Schizachyrium scoparium Symphyotrichum novae-angliae ‘Purple Dome’


