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SITE CONSTRAINTS

EXISTING 
PARKING

EXISTING 
LOADING

EXISTING 
PLAY SPACE

11TH ST SE

10TH ST SE

G
 S

T 
SE

I S
T 

SE

+70

+69

+70

+73.8

+69

+67

+67

+65

GRAVEL 
PARKING

MAIN ENTRANCE

SIDE ENTRANCE

VEHICULAR ACCESS

PROPERTY LINE



CFA|HPRB CONCEPT SUBMISSION

DGS/DCPS - CHISHOLM ES 05-FEBRUARY-2026 PAGE 4
RENOVATION & EXPANSION HISTORY

HISTORY & EXISTING 

CONDITIONS
•	 Original 1949 building is a non-contributing 

building within the Capitol Hill Historic District
•	 Outside of the CHHD period of significance
•	 Approximately 75,000 SF
•	 Designed by municipal architect Merrill A. 

Coe in the Streamline Moderne Style
•	 Accessibility challenges with the building 

being several feet above grade
•	 Additions in the 1960’s and 2020’s
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EXISTING BUILDING PHOTOS
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Chisholm Elementary School
May 15, 2025

EHT Traceries
Page 27 of 46

Architectural Description

Exterior

Shirley Chisholm Elementary School site encompass the en  rety of Square 0974 and is bound 
by G Street, SE, to the north, Eleventh Street, SE to the east, I Street, SE, to the south, and Tenth 
Street, SE, to the west. The U-shaped building was constructed in two major phases (Figure 30). 
The historic por  on of the building is sited on the northwest corner of the square and the 1967 
addi  on at the northeast corner. There is a central play area between the connected buildings, a 
surface parking lot to the southwest and addi  onal play area to the southeast. The southern third 
of the square holds a baseball  eld. 

Chisholm Elementary School was designed by Municipal Architect Merrel A. Coe in the Streamline 
Moderne style. The historic por  on of the building is three stories high, composed of brick laid 
in a six-course common bond. The building fronts the corner of G and Tenth Streets, SE, with 
a canted facade and wings extending to the south and east. The 1967 addi  on is a one story, 
rectangular brick building connected to the east eleva  on of the north wing at the  rst  oor. A 
circa 1960s kitchen addi  on is located east of the southern wing of the historic school.

The building’s canted facade (Figure 31) is fronted by a centered original  agpole and a 
contemporary, semicircular, brick entry plaza (Figure 32) accessed at the northwest corner by 

Figure 31: Façade facing northwest. 

Chisholm Elementary School
May 15, 2025

EHT Traceries
Page 31 of 46

Figure 37: Northern por  on of the west eleva  on, looking east. 

Figure 38: Central and southern por  ons of the west eleva  on, looking southeast. 

Chisholm Elementary School
May 15, 2025

EHT Traceries
Page 31 of 46

Figure 37: Northern por  on of the west eleva  on, looking east. 

Figure 38: Central and southern por  ons of the west eleva  on, looking southeast. 

Chisholm Elementary School
May 15, 2025

EHT Traceries
Page 32 of 46

Figure 39: Secondary entrance at the west eleva  on, looking east. 

Figure 40: West eleva  on of the auditorium, looking east.
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EXISTING BUILDING PHOTOS
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Chisholm Elementary School
May 15, 2025

EHT Traceries
Page 36 of 46

Figure 47: East eleva  on of the north wing and 1967 addi  on, looking west.

Figure 48: Entrance lobby. Figure 49: Entrance lobby. 

Chisholm Elementary School
May 15, 2025

EHT Traceries
Page 30 of 46

Figure 36: North eleva  on, looking south.

original, they match the font used on the original signage that read ‘JOHN TYLER SCHOOL.’ The 
limestone surround is  anked by brick screens that shield the widows beyond in the  rst and   h 
bays (Figure 35). The second and third stories only have fenestra  on in the middle three bays, 
with the same typical windows, but have horizontal brick detailing highligh  ng the central bays. 
The fenestra  on at the second story have limestone sills. A limestone beltcourse rests below a 
con  nuous sill course at the third story. This story is topped by a simple limestone cornice. 

The north eleva  on is three bays wide (Figure 36). The  rst and second bays, coun  ng from 
east to west, hold long ribbon windows holding seven typical windows each. The third bay holds 
tripar  te typical windows, and single windows placed on the outside of the third  oor tripar  te 
windows with brick in between. The  rst and second story windows have simple stone sills and 
those at the third story have a con  nuous sills along with the stone beltcourse. 

The west eleva  on is broken up into three dis  nct parts. The northern por  on is re ec  ve of the 
north eleva  on (Figure 37). The central por  on holds a projec  ng stair tower with a secondary 
entrance on the  rst  oor and con  nuous glass block set in a stone surround (Figure 38). The 
secondary entrance holds two sets of contemporary double-leaf doors topped by a contemporary 
six-light transom. The entrance is recessed in a stone surround topped by a can  levered concrete 
awning; however, the awning is currently covered in black mesh as the concrete is failing (Figure 
39). The southern por  on of the west eleva  on houses the auditorium/gymnasium block. The 
auditorium block meets the height of the third story beltcourse, which picks up as the auditorium 
block’s cornice line. The west eleva  on features four tall window openings with stone sills, 
in lled with contemporary, three light awning windows (Figure 40). Below the auditorium, at 
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EXISTING N & NW ELEVATION
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EXISTING E ELEVATION

Chisholm Elementary School
May 15, 2025

EHT Traceries
Page 36 of 46

Figure 47: East eleva  on of the north wing and 1967 addi  on, looking west.

Figure 48: Entrance lobby. Figure 49: Entrance lobby. 
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EXISTING W ELEVATION
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Chisholm Elementary School
May 15, 2025

EHT Traceries
Page 31 of 46

Figure 37: Northern por  on of the west eleva  on, looking east. 

Figure 38: Central and southern por  ons of the west eleva  on, looking southeast. 
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1.	 MODERNIZE AND ENLARGE SCHOOL TO MEET ADDITIONAL PROGRAM 
REQUIREMENTS

2.	MAXIMIZE EXTERIOR PROGRAMMABLE SPACE
3.	ENSURE SAFETY AND SECURITY OF STUDENTS AND STAFF
4.	CONSIDER DAY-TO-DAY CIRCULATION OF STUDENTS, STAFF, AND PUBLIC
5.	MEET DISTRICT SUSTAINABILITY REQUIREMENTS

PROJECT GOALS
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SITE CONSIDERATIONS
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•	 Addition massing along 11th street mirrors 
historic massing along 10th street

•	 Lower volume encloses courtyard to the 
south

EXISTING & NEW
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•	 Major program located at ground floor and 
adjacent to outdoor spaces
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CONCEPT MASSING
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•	 Red brick facade at classroom and gym 
bar along 11th street is sympathetic to 
historic materiality

•	 Connector volume creates material 
break between existing and new

ARCHITECTURAL CONCEPT
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•	 Verticals in classroom bar breaks down 
the scale

•	 Large canopy element distinguishes 
dining volume and creates shade

ARCHITECTURAL CONCEPT
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BRICK DETAILING EXISTING BUILDING GLASS | METAL

FACADE CONCEPTS



CFA|HPRB CONCEPT SUBMISSION

DGS/DCPS - CHISHOLM ES 05-FEBRUARY-2026 PAGE 23

NEW ADDITION EXISTING BUILDING

NEW ADDITION EXISTING BUILDING

NW CORNER

*Note that final door configuration at existing entry to be coordinated with HPO staff and DCPS.

G ST. SE
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NEW ADDITION EXISTING BUILDING

NEW ADDITION EXISTING BUILDING

NW CORNER

*Note that final door configuration at existing entry to be coordinated with HPO staff and DCPS.

G ST. SE
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12' - 0"

5' 
- 0

"

CANOPY PLAN

*Note that final door configuration at existing entry to be coordinated with HPO staff and DCPS.

NW APPROACH
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*Note that final door configuration at existing entry to be coordinated with HPO staff and DCPS.*Note that final door configuration at existing entry to be coordinated with HPO staff and DCPS.
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NEW ADDITIONEXISTING BUILDING

SW CORNER (OPT 1)

NEW ADDITIONEXISTING BUILDING

10TH ST. SE
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NEW ADDITIONEXISTING BUILDING

SW CORNER (OPT 2)

NEW ADDITIONEXISTING BUILDING

10TH ST. SE
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NEW ADDITIONEXISTING BUILDING

SW CORNER (OPT 1)

NEW ADDITIONEXISTING BUILDING

10TH ST. SE
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NEW ADDITIONEXISTING BUILDING

SW CORNER (OPT 2)

NEW ADDITIONEXISTING BUILDING

10TH ST. SE
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NEW ADDITIONEXISTING BUILDING

SOUTH (OPT 1)

FENCING WILL BE PRESENT. REMOVED FOR 
GRAPHIC CLARITY

PLACEHOLDER PUBLIC ART
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PLACEHOLDER PUBLIC ART

NEW ADDITIONEXISTING BUILDING

SOUTH (OPT 2)

FENCING WILL BE PRESENT. REMOVED FOR 
GRAPHIC CLARITY
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SE CORNER (OPT 1)

PLACEHOLDER PUBLIC ART

11TH ST. SE
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SE CORNER (OPT 2)

PLACEHOLDER PUBLIC ART

11TH ST. SE
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SE CORNER (OPT 1)

PLACEHOLDER PUBLIC ART

11TH ST. SE
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SE CORNER (OPT 2)

PLACEHOLDER PUBLIC ART

11TH ST. SE
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NEW ADDITION EXISTING BUILDING
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NEW ADDITION EXISTING BUILDING
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PRECEDENT IMAGES - Traffic Gardens

Traffic garden forms loops around play equipment - recommended for Chisholm due to space constraints

Stand alone traffic garden Traffic garden integrated with sports blacktop

DGS DCPS CHISHOLM ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 2026



PRECEDENT IMAGES

Age-appropriate play equipment in multicolor poured in 
place surfacing with plantings around the perimeter

Facilitation of different needs and 
multi-lingual school programming

Courtyard includes mix of plantings at the edges and hardscaped 
areas for programming

Reuse of existing site boulders Pollinator gardens with child-scaled paths Stormwater management Path materials indicate sight lines and directionality in a mix of 
brick, concrete, and pavers

DGS DCPS CHISHOLM ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 2026
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PROPOSED N & NW & E ELEVATIONS
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PROPOSED E & S ELEVATION
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SOLAR STUDIES

SUMMER SOLSTICE - 9 AM SUMMER SOLSTICE - 12 PM SUMMER SOLSTICE - 3 PM SUMMER SOLSTICE - 6 PM
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LEVEL 2

PROPOSED DEMOLITION PLANS
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LEVEL 3

PROPOSED DEMOLITION PLANS
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