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PROJECTOVERVIEW& PROGRAM

This project is a replacement of the existing small community
building and park amenitiesat CongressHeightsPark located in
Ward 8 Washington,DC. The project includesa new 26,905 SF
recreationcenter with new outdoor site amenitiesand trails. The
replacement facilities will provide improved recreation and
community amenities for this neighborhoodlocation in Ward 8.
The programmaticfocus of this multi-generationalfacility is both
the youth activities and activities for families to recreate and
socializetogether. MLKJr. ElementarySchoolhas been using the
existingplaygroundareas. It is the intent that accessto the new
playgroundareaswill continue for the studentsat the elementary
school.

Outdoor site programamenitiesinclude two playgroundareasfor
children 2-5 years old and children 5-12 years old, an outdoor
court, a multi-purpose field for pee-wee football and U-11/U-12
soccer,a communitygarden,picnicshelters,anda fitnesstrail.

Recreationcenterprogramelementsincludea gymnasium,aquatic
center, fitness room, multipurpose room, E-GamingCenter, flex
programspace,incubator kitchen, communitystore, admin areas,
lockerrooms,andsupportspaces.

Theproject will be designedfor LEEDSilverCertification.
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5 MINUTE WALK RADIUS

EXISTINGSITEDESCRIPTION

Theexistingpark site is land boundon all four sideswith no direct
accessto anymainstreet, Martin LutherKingJr. ElementarySchool
on the west, RehobothBaptist Churchon the north, apartment
buildingon the eastand single- family residentialdevelopmenton
the south.
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3 HERITAGE TREE LOCATED NORTH OF BASEBALL FIELD 4  DOEE STORMWATER RETROFIT PROJECT AT THE NATURAL 
AREA OF THE PARK

1  VEHICULAR/PEDESTRIAN ENTRY FROM ALABAMA AVENUE2  PEDESTRIAN ENTRY FROM SAVANNAH STREET

TheάŦǊƻƴǘέentry isviaanalleythat utilizesDCPSland(theparkinglot anddrive
aisles of the Martin Luther King Jr. ElementarySchool) to provide both
vehicularand pedestrianaccessthe site and current building from Alabama
Avenue.SavannahStreetendsat theparkedgeandaccessisviaadeteriorating
stairwayfrom the SWcorner of the site. Both the NEand SEcornershave
informalpedestrianaccesscreatedovertimebytheresidents.

Thetotal areaof the park site is approximately4.4 acres. Two thirds of the
existing park is the developed area which include tennis and basketball
courts, parking, small community building playground areas, community
gardenandyouth baseballfield. Thenaturalareaof the parkstretchesalong
the south. It occupiesabout one third of the park site. There is also a
stream that runs through this area. DOEEjust completed the stream
restorationthat removeddebrisandovergrownweedvegetationat thestream
edge. Threespecimentreesin the parkaredesignatedto remain.

Thekeychallengesin the projectarethe following:
Å Improveaccessboth vehicularandpedestrianto the park
Å Visibility of the new recreationcenter from both AlabamaAvenueand

SavannahStreet
Å Integrationof the naturalparkedgeto the parkdesignlayout
Å Safestudentaccessfrom MLKJr. ElementarySchoolto the park
Å Maintainingthe five specimentreesin the park
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SITEANALYSIS(ENVIRONMENTAL)
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SITEDESIGNCONCEPT

Theuniquefeature of the park is the naturaledgelocatedat the south
of the property. TheDOEErestoration project of the streamleft this
areaa little bare. But when this areagetsreforestedandmatures,this
enclavehasthe potential to be a neighborhoodrefugefrom urban life
anda naturalisteducationaltool for the young.

A new drive is proposedto connect vehicularand pedestrianaccess
from Alabama Avenue and SavannahStreet. This new drive and
pedestrianesplanadeon the west side of the property will provide a
new front face of the recreation building/park and enhances its
presence. Parkingof 16 spaceswill be provided.

Thenew recreationcenter is located on the northwest corner of the
park with its main entry located along the esplanade. The building
serviceand emergencyfield accessare consolidatedand adjacentto
the churchservicedrive. Communityspacesin the building will have
visualconnectivityto the playgroundareasand the naturaledgeof the
park

The playgroundsare located south of the building with views of the
natural edge of the park. The multi-purpose playfield replacesthe
existingyouth baseballfield.

The overall park layout preservesthe existingfive specimentrees on
the site. Thereforestationneededfor the streamareawill most likely
be a mix of deciduous/evergreennativecanopytreesto ensurea visual
buffer betweenthe parkactivitiesand the residentialneighborhoodto
the south.

Stormwatermanagementwill consistof the green roof at designated
building roof areas, multiple bioretention systems, and pervious
surfaceareas.
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LEGEND
1 RECREATION BUILDING
2 PARKING (ORIGINAL DESIGN W/ 16 SPACES & UPDATED 

DESIGN W/ 16 SPACES )
3 OUTDOOR COURT  
4 PLAYGROUND
5 MULTIPURPOSE FIELD (45 YDS X 75 YDS PLAY AREA)
6 FITNESS TRAIL
7 COMMUNITY GARDEN/PICNIC PAVILION
8 SOUTHEAST ACCESS & BRIDGE
9 NORTHEAST ACCESS
10 SPLASH PAD
11 MLKSTUDENTPATHOFTRAVEL

SITE DEVELOPMENT COMPARISON

UPDATED SITE PLAN 1 STORY RECREATION BLDG (26,905 SF)

JULY 16, 2020 CFA APPROVED 
SITE PLAN
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1- STORY RECREATION BLDG (24,000 SF)
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JULY 16, 2020CFA APPROVED SITE PLAN


