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Attachment A: Historic Analysis

1933 Building Post 1968 Addition

Figure 1 — 2020 Image, Google Street View

1805 Wisconsin Avenue, NW

History:

1805 Wisconsin Avenue, NW is a one-story masonry (brick & stone) commercial building that
sits on a corner lot (Square 1299, Lot 319) with frontage on Wisconsin Avenue, NW and S
Street, NW.

The present building is the result of the original construction in 1933 of a 40° wide by 100’ deep
building and a later (post 1968) 20° wide by 100’ deep addition to the side (South).

1933 Building: Designed by architect Julius Weng and constructed by builder Samuel
Alpher for owner Joseph Friedman at an estimate cost of $10,000.

Three-bay wide symmetrical composition with center double door entrance flanked by
fixed multi-pane storefront windows. Simple detailing including a cast stone cornice and
sills, wood panels at the base of the windows and wood columns at the entrance surround.
Single shed awning spanning the first-floor fenestration with lettering on the valance.

Post 1968 Addition: Unknown architect, builder, and owner, as well as cost.

Two-bay wide asymmetrical composition with single door entrance flanked by a single
fixed multi-pane storefront window. The addition shares the same detailing as the
original building, including the cast stone cornice, wood panel at the base of the window
and wood columns at the entrance surround, as well as a single shed awning. The side
(South) elevation facing the surface parking lot consists of four punched openings in-
filled with brick and with cast stone headers and sills as well as a service entrance with
cast stone header.




Figure 2 -1998 Photograph, Georgetown Neighborhood Library — Peabody Room

Analysis:

The footprint of the original 40’ x 100’ 1933 Building remains in-place at the site, albeit
with considerable alterations that result in a profound change to its appearance and loss of
architectural integrity.

A later, as evidenced by the aerial photographs and measurements of the existing front
elevation by the project team, 20’ addition was added to the building (Post 1968
Addition).

As such, the existing front elevation consists of the original 40’ width plus the later 20’
width from the addition.

Further evidence of the later 20° addition is visible at the rear elevation where the Post
1968 Addition is clad in concrete block, while the original 1933 Building is clad in brick,
and by the parapet wall separating the two.

As part of this expansion / addition to the building, the refacing of the original 1933
Building in the Colonial Revival style along with the Post 1968 Addition occurred. The
original architectural composition / design of the front elevation is not known; however,
it is apparent that the existing facade is not original to the date of construction (1933).

Given that the addition dates from after 1968, and that the front elevation was refaced as
part of this project, the only intact elevation of the original 1933 Building that falls within
the “Period of Significance” for the Georgetown Historic District looks to be rear one.

In addition, the rear elevation of the 1933 Building appears to show a light-colored brick
on what was the side (South) elevation, which may have also been used for the original
front elevation.




Consultation with DC Historic Preservation Office (HPO):

- As part of the initial review of the history of the building and site, the project team
consulted with the HPO to have their input on whether, given the apparent alterations to
the building over the years, the proposed demolition / razing of the building would
constitute a “demolition” under the DC Historic Preservation Law.

- The HPO undertook additional research on the building and site and reached the
conclusion that given the extent of the alterations that they would no longer consider it to
be a “Contributing Building” in the Georgetown Historic District with has a “Period of
Significance” of 1765-1950.

Recent review of work by the Old Georgetown Board (OGB) and Commission of Fine Arts
(CFA):

- 2011 for “Awning and sign scheme for Sherwin-Williams Paints”

No objection to issuance of permit for replacement shed awning covered with blue woven fabric with
open sides extending no more than 1'-4" from edge of windows and with lettering on valance reading
‘Sherwin-Williams Paints' as shown in supplemental drawings dated 14 January 2011, which
matches design scheme of adjacent storefront at 1803 Wisconsin Ave. A single awning is
appropriate in this case due to the different placement of the heads of windows and door.

- 2011 for “Alterations to storefront” (1803 Wisconsin Avenue):

No objection to issuance of permit for proposed alterations to window openings on south facade,
including bricked-in window openings with recessed panel to match existing brick and retention of
cast stone heads and sills, replacement service doors at rear, and removal of exposed electric
conduits and light fixtures over windows as shown in supplemental drawings dated 21 January 2011,
which indicate replacement of front door to match existing. Replacement of multi-light shop window
was NOT approved and was deleted from this permit application. No new light fixtures are included
in this permit application.

- 2011 for “Awning and sign for Next Day Blinds (1803 Wisconsin Avenue):

No objection to issuance of permit for replacement shed awning covered with black woven fabric
with open sides extending no more than 1'-4" from edge of window and door, and to lettering on
valance reading ‘Next Day Blinds' and logo on shed as shown in supplemental drawings dated 12
and 21 January 2011, which match design scheme of adjacent storefront at 1805 Wisconsin Ave. A
single awning is appropriate in this case due to the different placement of the heads of the window
and door. No new light fixtures are included in this permit application.




Research with the staff at the Georgetown Neighborhood Library — Peabody Room:

Figure 3 — 1937 Baist Map (showing the footprint of the original 1933 Building)
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Figure 4 — 1933 Building Permit, Georgetown Neighborhood Library — Peabody Room




Figure 5 - 1933 Building Permit, Georgetown Neighborhood Library — Peabody Room




Figure 6 - 1933 Building Permit, Georgetown Neighborhood Library — Peabody Room




Figure 7 -1933 Building Permit, Georgetown Neighborhood Library — Peabody Room




Figure 8 - 1933 Building Permit, Georgetown Neighborhood Library — Peabody Room




Aerial Photographs:

Figure 9 — 1951 Aerial Photograph (showing the footprint of the original 1933 Building)




Figure 10 - 1968 Aerial Photograph (showing the footprint of the original 1933 Building)




Figure 11 - 2020 Aerial Photograph (showing the footprint of the original 1933 building and Post 1968 Addition)




Photographs of Rear Elevation:
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Figure 12 — 2020 Photograph (showing rear (East) elevation)

Post 1968
Addition:
Concrete
Block
Section




A

1933
Building
Brick Section

A

Figure 13 — 2020 Photograph (showing rear (East) elevation)
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