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"Professional Certification.  I hereby
certify that these documents were
prepared or approved by me, and that 
I am a duly licensed professional
architect under the laws of the State
of Maryland, License No. 4049-A
Expiration Date: 1/06/16."
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3602 PROSPECT ST
SUBJECT PROPERTY
2 STORY & 
BASEMENT

3600 PROSPECT ST 
2 STORY & 
BASEMENT

3604 PROSPECT ST 
3 STORY, ROOF 
DECK PENTHOUSE 
& BASEMENT

3606 PROSPECT ST 
3 STORY, ROOF 
DECK PENTHOUSE & 
BASEMENT

3608 PROSPECT 
ST 4 STORY, 
ROOF DECK 
PENTHOUSE & 
BASEMENT

EXISTING  
PATIO

EXISTING 
RESIDENCE

3610 PROSPECT ST 
3 STORY, ROOF 
DECK PENTHOUSE & 
BASEMENT

3612 PROSPECT ST 
3 STORY & 
BASEMENT

EXISTING  
PATIO

EXISTING 
RESIDENCE

3614 PROSPECT ST 
3 STORY, ROOF 
DECK PENTHOUSE & 
BASEMENT

EXISTING  
PATIO

EXISTING 
RESIDENCE

3616 PROSPECT ST 
3 STORY, ROOF 
DECK PENTHOUSE & 
BASEMENT

EXISTING  
PATIO

EXISTING 
RESIDENCE

3618 PROSPECT ST 
3 STORY, ROOF 
DECK PENTHOUSE & 
BASEMENT

EXISTING  
PATIO

EXISTING 
RESIDENCE

3620 PROSPECT ST 
2 1/2 STORY & 
BASEMENT
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THE TRANSFORMERS

The permit application sheets are not a good presentation of context and character as must be 
considered in any review for a Fine Arts District.  Almost by definition, Fine Arts are entirely a 
subjective category.  The following information is to provide some more nuanced context for this 
installation, and also a little about the reactions of the audience, and in fact about who the 
audience is.

We provide some information about who the Transformers are.  

The first two images are from the internet. These are a toy and a media image promoting the 
movies and characters. The third photo is of one of the actual sculptures, in this case also of 
Bumblebee. The statue to be placed on Prospect Street is an interpretation of the movie hero. The 
artist has made him up out of hundreds of automotive parts. 

I also include several more images that demonstrate the original characters' raison-d’etre- each of 
the figures is able to transform from some more earthly object into their hero mode, ie from car, 
truck, plane into Action. 





CONTEXT

The second set of pics show how the statues occupy their place in the sidewalk. They encroach no 
more than the boxwoods did. The planters are just like the others down the rest of the block. 





THE ARTISTRY

Several photos zoom in on the actual fabrication of these works. Each is made of hundreds of 
automotive parts, selected for their size, texture and in many cases their functional resonance. 
Gears, springs, shocks, wheels all suggest movement and function. 





THE AUDIENCE

Prospect Street is a somewhat unique venue in Georgetown and DC. It feels somewhat formal and 
it seems to be a bit off the beaten path. Yet it is also a place where people of greatly varied ilk pass 
every day. There are tourists who have strayed from M St, there are students and their families, 
there are lots of contractors, and there are people from the neighborhood. 

As you can see from the last group of photos, passers-by may be surprised by this unexpected 
encounter, but they are apparently delighted!  Even if not very familiar with the Heros, like me they 
know generally who or what the statues represent. And so these figures grab ones’ attention, 
create conversation, and of course require the inevitable selfie! 

I hope I have been able to inject a little context. The Transformers were never a draw for me, 
notwithstanding my interest in most things automotive. Nevertheless, I now have an appreciation 
for this moment in our media culture that I did not before. And I certainly appreciate the 
worksmanhip, the selection of components and the gesture the artist was able to bring to each of 
these figures. While a bit startled at first, even skeptical, I now firmly believe these benevolent 
giants have found a good place to rest for a while. 
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