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Rear Window Replacement Project 
1636 33rd St, NW 
REVISED 8.24.22 

 
Owner: Maggie Earll 
Owner Contact: 202-468-3461 / Margaret.earll@comcast.net 
Lot/Square – 1278 / 0226 
 
 

Project Overview 
 
History of Home: 
The pressed brick end unit row home at 1636 33rd St, NW was designed and built in 1925 by 
architect/builder J. W. Powell.  It was part of the early 20th century development of 
Georgetown leading toward Burleith.  It is a simple, practical flat front home with 6/1 wood DH 
windows and a colonial revival front door surround 
 
 
Rear Windows - Not Visible from Street: 
Replace three existing wood windows, along with rotting and failing window frames, in 
the rear of home. None are visible from a public street. 
 
All three existing windows appear to be original to the home. The three existing windows are in 
extremely poor condition, due to age, poor maintenance over many years. 
 
We are proposing historic replica wood window replacement units constructed of 
sapele mahogany. Proposed window units will have Insulated glass with simulated divided light.  
The exterior profile will be simulated putty glaze, closely replicating the exterior putty glaze 
profile of the original sash. The design and lite pattern of the proposed windows are based 
on the existing windows, and replicate both the profiles and dimensions of the original 
windows.  We will match the existing brickmould and mull profile.   
 
There will be no vinyl to the exterior.  



 
 
We are proposing: 

• Full frame replacement (removing all existing window to the masonry) / double hung 
window unit – with top sash fixed and lower sash operable 

• All proposed windows are 6 over 1  
• All wood to the exterior 
• No changes to the masonry 
• Brickmould to match the existing brickmould (which we believe to be original 

 
Window Type (drawings enclosed): 
 
Dallas Millwork double hung window unit (top sash fixed), sapele mahogany, 1-3/4” thick sash 
beveled to the exterior, Low E insulated glass with Argon, simulated divided lite with bronze 
spacer bar and simulated putty glaze (light pattern listed below), 5-1/4” jambs, historic sill nose, 
brickmould casing to match original brickmould casing. 
 
 
Enclosed Documents and photos: 
1. Aerial View of property. 
2. Photos of building elevation showing the windows to be replaced. 
3. Photos of existing window conditions. 
4. Photos of existing brickmould casing. 
5. Shop drawings of proposed replacements. 
6. Selected Shop drawings showing relationship of existing masonry to new windows 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1636 33rd STREET (REAR) SUPPLEMENTAL PHOTOS 
REVISED 8.24.22 

 
SECTION 1 – LOCATION AND CONTEXT OF HOUSE 
 

 
AERIAL VIEW OF LOCATION 
 
 
 

 
CONTEXT ON 33RD STREET 



SECTION 2 – PLACEMENT OF REAR WINDOWS TO BE REPLACED 
 
The 2 rear window units we are proposing to replace cannot be seen from a public street or 
alley.   
 

 
Existing: 
Second Floor - Window Units A, B - Original 6 over 1 wood windows. One unit is a twin unit, 
the other is a single window unit.  Existing sashes and frames are severely rotted. One sash has 
failed completely. Most of the wood joints are also failing. The frames are dry rotted. 
 
Proposed 
Window Units A, B to be replaced with sapele mahogany 6 over 1, all wood, Dallas Millwork, 
Inc full units, insulated glass, no vinyl to the exterior and brickmould to match. 
 
 
SECTION 3 – CURRENT CONDITION OF WINDOWS TO BE REPLACED 
 
The current rear windows, particularly the sashes, are in very poor condition, severely rotted, 
out of square, and despite the owner’s well-intentioned attempts to maintain them, the fact is 
that they are highly susceptible to both direct rain and snow as well as intense summer sun.  
These factors have taken their toll. 



Note – We would have preferred to restore original sashes and frames (and we do that work 
from time to time) but in this case it is our professional judgment that these windows are 
beyond restoration due to the issues listed above. 
 
Rear Second Floor original window specific issues include: 
 
1. Sashes are severely rotted 
2. Many wood joints are failing 
3. Frames are both wet and dry rotted 
4. Lower portions of brickmould are severely rotted and compromised 
 

 
DETAILS OF FRAME ROT / SASH ROT ISSUES 

 

 
INTERIOR UNIT A (lower sash, twin window left side from INT) - Side rail is rotted and has 
completely separated from lower rail.  Wood joinery has failed.  This window sash has been 
pushed back together, but it previously collapsed on the owner as she attempted to open it. 

 
EXTERIOR UNIT A (lower sash, twin window left side from INT) – Exterior view of same issue.  
Total failure of joinery. 



 
 

 
INTERIOR UNIT A (upper sash, twin window right side from INT) - Meeting rail is rotted and 
splitting.  Attempts at repairs with bondo have failed. 
 

 
INTERIOR UNIT A (Lower sash, twin window right side from INT) - Lower rail is rotted and 
splitting from side rail.  Failure of joinery.  Both upper and lower sash have signifcant rot 
issues 
 
 
 



 
EXTERIOR UNIT A (Lower sash, twin window right side from INT) - Sash lower rail is severely 
rotted and has separated from side rail.   
 
 

 

 
EXTERIOR UNIT B (Upper sash, bathroom window right side from INT) - Sash meeting rail is 
rotted and splitting and has separated from side rail.  Sash is in danger of collapse. 
 
 
 



 
 
INTERIOR B (Upper sash, bathroom window right side from INT) - Sash meeting rail is rotted 
and splitting and has separated from side rail.   
 
 

 
 
 
 

KEY DIMENSIONS OF ORIGINAL WINDOWS (to be replicated) 
 
Existing Lower Rail: 3-1/2 face 
Existing Stiles: 1-3/4” face 
Existing Upper Rail: 1-3/4” face 
Existing Meeting Rail: 1” face 
Existing Muntins - 7/8” 
 

   
Lower Rail      Stiles 
 



         
Top Rail      Meeting Rail 
 
 

    
Muntin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MULL AND BRICKMOULD PROFILES TO BE REPLICATED 
 

     
Existing mull profile to be replicated 
 
 

    
Existing brickmould to be replicated 
 
 
 



ARCHES 
 

Flat decorative arches will be replicated on site with sapele mahogany.  Here is a similar 
window we replicated at the OGB approved job at 1526 32nd St, NW 
 
 

 
 
 
 













TWIN UNIT - sketches showing relationship between new window brickmould 
and existing masonry walls.  



SINGLE UNIT - sketches showing relationship between new window brickmould and 
existing masonry walls.  
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